BEFORE THE SOUTH CAROLINA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

In taz Matter of the Suspension
of the Teaching Cerlilicate of ORDER OF SUSPENSION

Elizabath M. Ward {BREACH OF CONTRACT)

P e

Certificate 7225042

SUMMARY OF THE CASE

The Houth Caroling State Board of Education (State Board} considered this
matter on Fobruary 13, 200E. On September 19, 2007, the South Carolina
Department of Educaticn (Department) serkt Elizaketh M. Ward natice of her right
to a hearing regarding the possible suspension of her South Carcling educator
certificate by regular and certified mail, return receipt requested, delivery
restricted to adcressee. Ms. Ward received the notice en Cctcbher 4, 2007, as
owidenced by a postal receipt Learing her signature. On October 16, 2007, Ms.
Ward's attomey sent a letter of represenzation to the Department. Her attorney
adviced the Department that Ms. Ward desired to have a hearing in this mattor.
On MNowvember ©, 2007, the Department sent notice to Ms. Ward and Lexington
County  School Districk Two  (District) that the hearing was schedulec for
December 3, 2007, Johi 1, Fantry, Ir., Esquire, served as the Hearing Oficer.
Fellowing the hesaring, Mr. Fantry prepared a Hearing Cfficer’s REepo-t that was
presented to the State Board. After hearing the information presented by Mr.
Fantry, the State Board vobed to suspend Ms. Ward's educator cortificats for 2

pn_a'iu:ud of 60 days, commrencing Decer.ll:_-er 5, 2007 znd ending February 4, 2008.
FINDINGS OF FACT

This case concerns & (ormal complainl by the Cistrict  sseking  the
suspension of the aducator cerlifizate of Elizabeth M, Ward, The State Bosrd of
Eclucalion has jurisdiction o this malter pursuant o 5.C, Code Ann, § 59-25-150
(20047 and 5.0, Code Ann. § 53-25-530 (2004).
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Mz, Ward holds an initial South Carolina educator certificate and has less
than orne year of teaching exoerience. On May 19, 2007, Ms. ward signed a
coitract wita the District for the 2007-2008 school vear. 5he was assigned e a
full-time position as & Speech/Language Therapist at Airporkt High Scacol and
Fulmer Widdle School. ©n June 20, 2007, Ms. Wa-d requested to be released
trcm the contract because she had accepted a position at the Medically Fragile
Chilcren's 2rogram. Cn June 25, 2007, the District nctitied Ms. Wanrd that Fer
resignaticn as a Speech/Lznguage Therapist would ke accepted upon the finding
of a suitable replacement. The District and M=, Ward made good faith efforts to
locate a replacement. On Aoagust 1, 2007, Ms. Ward advised the District of ter
intent to breach her contract, On August 15, 2007, the Districk insisted that Ms,
Werd nonor her contract and advised her that this matter would De referred to
the District’s Board, On August 1o, 2007, the District Board wvobed [ report the
EBreach of Contract to the Department for suspension of Ms, Ward's certificate.
On August 17, 2007, the District reparted Ms. Ward's Breach of Contract to the
Deparkrmaent, The Diskrict lccated a replacerment speech/flanguage therapist in late
surnemer 2007, but the replacement speschflarguages therapist was not available
until September 4, 2007, The Cistrict suffered a ten school day vacancy.

an September 19, 2007, the Depart nent sent Ms. Ward notice of her right
to a hearing regard ng the possible suspension of her South Carolina educator
certificate., Ms, Warc received the neotice on October 4, 20C7, as evidenced by a
postal receipt bearing her signature. ©n October 16, 2007, Ms, Ward's attorney
serb @ lecter of representation to the Department. Her attorney acwvised the
Deparkmenl al Ms, Ward desired te have a hzaring in this matter. dn
Movernber 9, 2204, the Department sent notice to s, Ward and the District that
the hearing was schedulec for December 5, 2007, John 1. Fantry, 1-., Esquire,
seryed ds Lhe Hedgring Oificer. Following the hearing, Mr. Fantry prepared a
Hearing Officers Keparl hal was preserted o the Slate Board pursaant Lo 5.0,
Coce Ann, § 59 5 Y00B) (20043, After considering the evidence presenled by the
District. and Teacher, the Hearing OMicer recommended Lthat the Slale Board
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suspend Ms. Ward's educator certificate #225042 for a perod of G0 days,
commencing 2ecember &, 2007 and cnding February 4, 2008,

COMCLUSIONMS OF LAW

Tho Stote Boeard may suspend the certificate of any  person for
unprofessional cenducl 5.0, Code Ann, § 59-25-150 (2004) and 5.C. Code Ann. §
5%-25-530 {20043, Failing (o comply with the provisions of & contract without the
written consent of the logal schodl Board is deemed to be unprofessional condact.
Upan formszl complaint of the schocl board, subslantialed by conclusive evidence,
the State Board shall suspead or revake the teacher’s caerlificale, lor & period not
to cxcocod one cacndar yeor. Slate education agencies in other states with
reciprocal cortification agieamenls shall be nolifed of the revocation of the
cortificare,. 5.0, Code ann. B 59-25-530 {2004); 24 5.C. Code Regs. 43-58.4
(1978) The State Board finde that there iv sufficiert evidence cuppotting its
conclusion that Ms. Ward breached ner contract with Lexington School District
Two, warranting the susponsion of har educator cerlificale (or 8 pericd of sixgy
days, commencing Decermoer 5, 2007 throwgh February 4, 2008, It is therefors
ardersd that Elizabeth Ward's educalor certificate is suspended for a period of
sixty days, commencing Decembear 5, 2007 through Felbruary 4, 2008,

AND IT IS SO ORDERED.

Snouth Caralina State Board of Educalion

a .
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D! :
A Simpsan, Chalr

Columbia, South Caralina
February 13, 2008



